
Writing: Term 6 Week 7- Moving On: Confidence and Courage 

Animation: ‘SOS from the Kids’ from Britain’s Got Talent   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQAy5RVSEME  

 
 

Key learning point: To use formal and informal language.  

 

Writing practical task: Today you will be writing a debate speech to perform to 

an audience at home.  

 

Writing challenge:  As the children in the video have outlined, there are many 

things happening across the globe that are damaging the world we live in. For 

this task, we are going to respond to the following debate question:  

Should single-use plastic be banned? 

Debates are a formal discussion where people put across opposing ideas. Once 

everyone has had their say, there is usually a vote to see which side of the 

argument wins.  

Once you have written your speech, perform it to the people at home and use 

it as the start of a discussion on whether you believe single-use plastic should 

be banned. You can either film your debate speech and send this to your 

teacher or, if you prefer, you can send in your written speech.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQAy5RVSEME


Checklist: 

 Formal language 

 A range of openers (remember ispace from previous weeks) 

 Complex sentences (use your subordinating conjunctions from previous 

weeks) 

 Facts to support your debate 

 Persuasive language 

Plan: 

First, have a go at filling in this table with pros (arguments for) and cons 

(arguments against) for banning single-use plastic (see my examples for help). 

You may want to do some research to learn more facts about the impact that 

single-use plastic has on the internet. Remember, when you are doing your 

own research on the internet, ask an adult to help you and use a safe search 

engine, such as ‘Swiggle’.  

 

Pros Cons 

 Less plastic being thrown out 
and ending up in our oceans 

 Useful for hygienic protective 
equipment such as single-use 
gloves  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Writing: Once you have come up with some points for your table, you need to 

begin writing your short debate speech. Decide whether you want to be for or 

against single-use plastic being banned. You will then write your speech using 

the following simple structure!  

 

Point I believe single use plastic should/shouldn’t be banned 
because… 
(What is the main reason you think it should/shouldn’t be 
banned?) 

Explanation The reason for this is… 
 
(3-4 sentences explaining your beliefs) 

Example Facts to support this include… 
 
(Include points from your research – do you have any facts and 
figures that would support your opinion?) 

Link Therefore, I believe… 
 
(a simple conclusion that links back to your point) 

 


