
 

 

Newsletter February 2020 
Happy Chinese New Year 

Children from Holly Class to Sycamore Class have been busy 

learning about Chinese New Year. Children tried Chinese food, 

learned about various traditions and customs associated with 

Chinese New Year including the dragon dance and participated 

in a range of practical activities to support their learning. 

Appreciating diversity is part of our mission statement and 

Chines New Year provides a great way to support this. Go to our 

twitter page @seendschool to learn more and see some pictures. 

 

How to increase your child’s 
life chances… 
 
There are two pretty easy ways to increase your child’s chances 

of success at school and as an adult. Firstly, extensive research 

states that children with a wider vocabulary, do better. Basically, 

knowing more words increases a child’s chances of success so 

that means lots of discussion about anything and everything, 

using new words and explaining the meaning of those new 

words. Chatting at the dinner table, in the car, out on walks, 

going shopping… 

The second key to success, which probably won’t come as a 

surprise, is based on regular / daily reading – and by reading 

they mean reading and comprehension of the reading (which 

comes through discussion – double whammy!)  

 

Next Fundraising meeting 

The next fundraising meeting is on February 4th at The Barge. All 

are welcome, new and old, to help raise much needed funds for 

the children at the school. Some big decisions are also going to 

be made regarding some major purchases too so it should be an 

exciting meeting. 

 

Book recommendation 

Children can sometimes get distressed by stories in the news. A good book 

that parents might find useful is “Something Bad Happened” which is a guide 

for parents and children to help deal with worries and concerns that can 

arise from the events in news. The link above will take you to Amazon but 

the book is available from other sites. 

 

K.O.F 
There is a new group in town called K.O.F – Kids 
Organising Fundraisers. This group of year 3s and 4s 
have asked to organise some events to support a 
variety of charities – and who am I to say no?! The first 
event starts Monday 3rd February and will run until the 
end of term and simply consists of each class having a 
jar and children bringing in loose change. The class 
with the most money will win an extra 15 mins playtime 
for the class. All proceeds will go to Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance. 
On the afternoon of 13th February, there will be a few 
stalls in the hall (like a very mini fete) and children will 
get the opportunity in the last part of the afternoon to 
spend any money that they have brought in.  Anyone 
who would like to donate cakes to a cake stall and / or 
chocolate for a chocolate raffle, please send in 
donations and help them with their endeavours – they 
are taking this all very seriously – and rightly so. 

 

 

TD Day reminder 

Friday 14th February is a TD day so the school is closed to pupils. 

Teaching staff will be focussing on improving their modelling technique (!) 

– where they are demonstrating to the children specifically what is 

expected of them. We will also be discussing improvements being made 

to our curriculum provision and Part of the day will also be spent with the 

staff at St George’s Primary School, to deepen the collaborative working 

there and share good practice across the 2 schools. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Something-Bad-Happened-Coping-Events/dp/1787750744/ref=asc_df_1787750744/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=372372323713&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8307829359885560101&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9045610&hvtargid=aud-923883899997:pla-820087225616&psc=1&th=1&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=74742025845&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=372372323713&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=8307829359885560101&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9045610&hvtargid=aud-923883899997:pla-820087225616
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Going Greener 

Thanks to discussions that have arisen in the Eco-Committee, we 

have been able to arrange delivery of a food waste recycling bin 

so that all food waste, including uneaten food from lunch time, 

can be recycled. A wheeled container is provided with liners and 

collected at least once a week, ensuring the site will remain clean 

and clear. All the food waste will be 100% recycled using a 

process called anaerobic digestion, which turns the food waste 

into renewable energy and the residue into an organic fertiliser 

for farms. Recycling food waste diverts valuable resources from 

landfill and generates electricity for the National Grid. Further 

details can be found here. 

This will be starting next week and we are very excited to have 

this as yet another step in our commitment to the environment. 

The Eco-Committee is also taking steps to reduce our food waste 

generally at lunchtime, and information will shortly be coming 

home with tips to create less waste from packed lunches. 

Don’t forget other eco steps we take are the clothing, printer 

cartridge and battery recycling.  

 

Attendance 

Unfortunately, our school attendance is currently at an all-time 

low (96.41%) with 4% of pupils persistently absent (under 90%). 

We do request that holidays and absence, unless in exceptional 

circumstances, are taken within the 13 weeks that the school is 

closed throughout the year. Attendance is monitored weekly and 

when it falls below 95%, without good reason, then absences will 

be followed up in accordance with TWHF policy. To this effect, 10 

Stage 1 letters were sent out this week relating to low 

attendance. Please work with us to help ensure optimum 

attendance and therefore optimum achievement and enjoyment. 

If you have any difficulties in getting your child to school, please 

do come in to discuss this further with us so we can help. 

 

After School Reminder 

We have had a few incidents recently where parents/children have gone into 

the staffroom at the end of the school day to either use the toilet or grab 

equipment to use on the playground. School equipment isn’t to be used after 

school and if a toilet really is needed then please come to the front reception 

and you will be allowed into school that way. Thank you for your co-operation.  

 

Big Spends Coming Up 
We have arranged a further extension to the timber trail which will 

be installed in a few weeks. School Council deliberately picked a low 

piece of equipment (a rope tunnel) as one of the new pieces so that 

the younger children can access it easily, along with an inclined 

balance beam and four “climbing trees”. Most of the cost is coming 

out of the Sports Grant but FoSS are also contributing towards the 

cost. 

On the subject of FoSS, they are in the process of contributing to 

further books (for the older children this time), some equipment for 

Holly Class, some new staging at different levels, some SATs 

revision books for Yr 6s, some wooden benches to go around the 

story chair outside as well as all the coach travel for all the trips this 

year. A massive thank you to the members of FoSS and those 

people who support their events. The coffers are now running low 

though, so support is needed for the next events they are planning. 

 

 

 

New Improved Arrangements 

New booking arrangements are going to be put in place, ready for the start 

of term 5, to make the booking of and paying for clubs much easier. 

Bookings and payment will be on-line, payment will need to be made at 

the time of booking and limits will automatically be set regarding numbers, 

to prevent going over staffing ratios. This system will also prevent anyone 

getting into the unfortunate position of getting into arrears with their 

payments, and us having to chase them! 

 

https://www.hills-waste.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Food_Waste_2pp_Leaflet_Web.pdf
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